Fitteen Things to Know About
the Fitfteenth Court of Appeals

By: Justice April Farris



#1 What is the new 15%
Court of Appeals?



Highlights

* The Legislature created the
Fifteenth Court of Appeals
during its 88th Session in
2023.

e The Court is composed of a
Chief Justice and two justices.

* The Fifteenth Court’s initial
term began on September 1,
2024.




First new appellate seats in 40 years!

* First new intermediate appellate court
in nearly 60 years—since 1967.

* First new intermediate appellate
judicial seats in forty years—since
1984 (80 justices).

* During that span, Texas population has
increased 80%.

3 Justices until Sept. 1, 2027 (83
justices), when 2 more will be added
(85 justices).

* 6-year terms, statewide elections.
e Stats by Dylan Drummond.
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5.B. 1045

AN ACT

relating to the creation of the Fifteenth Court of Appeals with

jurisdicticon owver certain civil cases, the compensaticon of the

justices of that court, and the jurisdiction of the courts of

appeals in this state.

BE IT EHACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

ARTICLE 1. FIFTEENTH COURT OF APPEALS



#2 What makes the 15t
Court unigque?



The district
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The district

Sec. 22.201. COURTS OF APPEALS DISTRICTS. (&) The state 1s
organized into 15 courts of appeals districts with a court of appeals in
cgach district.

(b) The First Court of Appeals District 1s composed of the counties
of Austin, Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston, Grimes,
Harris, Waller, and Washington.

(c) The Second Court of Appeals District is composed of the counties
of Archer, Clay, Cooke, Denton, Hood, Jack, Montague, Parker, Tarrant,

Wichita, Wise, and Young.



The district

(o) The Fourteenth Court of Appeals District is composed of the
counties of Zustin, Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston,
Grimes, Harris, Waller, and Washington.

(p) The Fifteenth Court of Appeals District i1s composed of all

counties i1n this state.



The jurisdiction

Sec. 22.220. CIVIL JURISDICTIOCN. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (d), each court of appeals has appellate jurisdiction of all
civil cases within its district of which the district courts or county
courts have jurisdiction when the amount in controversy or the judgment
rendered exceeds 35250, exclusive of interest and costs.

(b) If a court of appeals having Jjurisdiction in a case, matter, or
controversy that requires immediate action is unabkle to take immediate
action because the i1llness, absence, or unavailakility of the justices
causes fewer than three members of the court to be present, the nearest
available court of appeals, under rules prescribed by the supreme court,
may take the action required in the case, matter, or controversy.

(c) Each court of appeals may, on affidavit or otherwise, as the

court may determine, ascertain the matters of fact that are necessary to

the proper exercise of i1ts Jurisdiction.



Exclusive Jurisdiction: three buckets




Bucket 1: certain matters involving the state

(d) The Court of Appeals for the Fifteenth Court of Zppeals District
has exclusive intermediate appellate jurisdiction over the following
matters arising out of or related to a civil case:

(1) matters brought by or against the state or a board,
commission, department, office, or other agency in the executive branch of
the state government, including a university system or institution of
higher education as defined by Section 61.003, Education Code, or by or
against an officer or emplovee of the state or a board, commission,
department, office, or other agency in the executive branch of the state
government arising out of that officer's or employee's official conduct,

other than:



Except....

() a proceeding brought under the Family Code and any
related motion or proceeding;

(B) a proceeding brought under Chapter 7B or Article 17.292,
Code of Criminal Procedure;

(C) a proceeding brought against a district attorney, a
criminal district attorney, or a county attorneyv with criminal
Jurisdiction;

(D) a proceeding relating to a mental health commitment;

(E) a proceeding relating to civil asset forfeiture;

(F) a condemnation proceeding for the acquisition of land or
a proceeding related to eminent domain;

(G) a proceeding brought under Chapter 101, Civil Practice

and ERemedies Code;



Except...

(H) a claim of personal injury or wrongful death;

(I) a proceeding brought under Chapter 125, Civil Practice
and Remedies Code, to enjoln a common nuilsance;

(J) a proceeding brought under Chapter 55, Code of Criminal
Procedure;

(K) a proceeding under Chapter 222, Government Code;

(L) a proceeding brought under Subchapter E-1, Chapter 411,
Government Code;

(M) a proceeding brought under Chapter 21, Labor Code;

(N) a removal actilon under Chapter 87, Local Government
Code; or

(0) a proceeding brought under Chapter 841, Health and

Safetv Code:



Chapter 22A

CHAPTER 22A. SPECIAL THREE-JUDGE DISTRICT COURT

Sec. 22A.001. ELIGIBLE PROCEEDINGS. (a) The attorney general may
petition the chief justice of the supreme court to convene a special
three-judge district court in any suit filed in a district court in this
state in which this state or a state officer or agency 1s a defendant in
a claim that:

(1) challenges the finances or operations of this state's
public school system; or

(2) 1involves the apportionment of districts for the house of
representatives, the senate, the State Board of Education, or the United

States Congress, or state judicial districts.



Bucket 2: certain constitutional challenges

(2) matters in which a party to the proceeding files a petition,
motion, or other pleading challenging the constitutionality or validity of
a state statute or rule and the attorney general 1s a party to the case;
and

(3) any other matter as provided by law.



Bucket 3: Business Court appeals, Tex. Gov’t
Code Section 25A.007(a), (c)

(a) Notwithstanding any other law and except as provided by
Subsection (b) and in instances when the supreme court has
concurrent or exclusive jurisdiction, the Fifteenth Court of
Appeals has exclusive jurisdiction over an appeal from an order or
judgment of the business court or an original proceeding related

to an action or order of the business court.



Other odds and ends...

dC L L.
SECTION 1.12. Section 2301.751(a), Occupations Code, 1is

amended to read as follows:
(a) A party to a proceeding affected by a final order, rule,

or decision or other final action of the board with respect to a
matter arising under this chapter or Chapter 503, Transportation
Code, may seek judicial review of the action under the substantial
evidence rule in:

(1) a district court in Travis County; or

(2) the court of appeals for the Fifteenth [F+=d]

Court of Appeals District.
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Other odds and ends...

SECTION 1.13. Section 39.001(e), Utilities Code, 1s amended
to read as follows:

(e) Judicial review of competition rules adopted by the
commission shall be conducted under Chapter 2001, Government Code,
except as otherwise provided by this chapter. Judicial review of
the validity of competition rules shall be commenced in the Court of
Appeals for the Fifteenth [Fassed] Court of Appeals District and
shall be limited to the commission's rulemaking record. The
rulemaking record consists of:

(1) the notice of the proposed rule;

(2) the comments of all interested persons;

(3) all studies, reports, memoranda, or other
materials on which the commission relied in adopting the rule; and

(4) the order adopting the rule.




#3 What kind of writ
power does it have?



Texas Gov’'t Code Section 22.221

(c—=1) The original jurisdiction of the Court of RAppeals for the
Fifteenth Court of Appeals District to 1ssue writs 1s limited to writs
arising out of matters over which the court has exclusive intermediate

appellate jJurisdiction under Section 22.220(d4).



#4 |s it constitutional?






In re Dallas County, 697 SW.3d 142 (2024)

Same provision vested the
Legislature with sufficient
authority to give the Fifteenth
Court exclusive intermediate
appellate jurisdiction over
certain matters, as well as to
decline to vest that court with
criminal jurisdiction. W

Neither the text nor history of
Article V, § 6(a) of the Texas
Constitution prohibits the
legislature from adding an
additional court of appeals with

statewide reach.

/




In re Dallas County: District Composition

e Question: Article V, Section 6(a) states that the state shall be “divided
into courts of appeals districts.” Did the Legislature violate the
Constitution by creating the Fifteenth Court to have all counties
within the state as its district?

* Answer: “Without substantive change since 1891, the Constitution
has mandated that “[t]he state shall be divided into courts of appeals
districts.” Tex. Const. art. V, § 6(a). That mandate has been and
remains satisfied. The State is divided into courts of appeals districts,
a fact that is not changed by the existence of the Fifteenth Court. All
existing courts of appeals remain in place; a new one has been added.
At most, the text forbids having a single court of appeals—the
situation that the 1891 amendments to Article V changed.”



District
Composition

“If the Constitution’s text and history
actually required this result—that
the Fifteenth Court be deemed
unconstitutional until it loses some
tiny slice of territory occupied
exclusively by cacti and scorpions—
that would be the end of the matter.
But Texas courts favor the “textually
permissible interpretation that
furthers rather than obstructs the
document’s purpose.”




How we got here....

The 1876 Constitution dictated that “[t]he judicial power of this State shall be vested in one Supreme
Court, in a Court of Appeals, in District Courts, in County Courts, in Commissioners’ Courts, in
Justices of the Peace, and in such other courts as may be established by law.”

By 1879, SCOTX was 900 cases behind and COA was 200 cases behind.

SCOTX decisions effectively “nullified” the “other courts” provision.




How we got here...

* “The People tried again in 1891/

e “[I]n addition to the preexisting “shall vest” language, the amended
Constitution explicitly stated that “[t]he Legislature may establish such
other courts as it may deem necessary and prescribe the jurisdiction
and organization thereof, and may conform the jurisdiction of the
district and other inferior courts thereto.”

* Also directed Legislature to “divide the State into not less than two nor
more than three supreme judicial districts, and thereafter into such
additional districts as the increase of population and business may
require, and shall establish a Court of Civil Appeals in each of said
districts...”



Incubus is out!

Among the core goals of these
textual changes “was to avoid the
force” of this Court’s line of cases
that had limited the legislature’s
ability to shape the judiciary in
response to the State’s changing
needs. Stewart, 41 S\W. at 655. By
“ridding the state of the incubus
which the construction contended
for had saddled upon
it”....(emphasis added).




Elasticis in!

[T]he drafters hoped to
“render elastic the
judicial system
provided for in the
constitution.”




#5 Can you have one
intermediate court with
statewide jurisdiction over
some kinds of matters?



We’ve seen this before....

TN
?
DIDN'T WE DO THIS YESTERDAY?

#GroundhogDay

“The Third Court effectively
exercised statewide
jurisdiction over many
appeals that implicated the
State’s interests because,
regardless of geographic
nexus, the underlying suit
had to be filed in Travis
County.”



Overlapping
jurisdiction

« “Texas has the only intermediate
appellate system in the nation
with overlapping geographical
appellate districts.” James T.
Worthen, The Organizational and
Structural Development of
Intermediate Appellate Courts in
Texas, 1892-2003, 46 S. Tex. L.
Rev. 33, 63—-64 (2004).

e 15t and 14th Courts share the same
ten counties since 1967.

'SAME PICTURE



Texas Business Law Foundation Amicus Brief

* 1915 Legislature included
Panola County in both the 9th
and 6" Courts.

e 1925: Palo Pinto County shared
by 11t and 2" Courts.

e 1934: Hunt County in 5t and 6.
* 1963: Overlap overdrive

e Kaufman and Van Zandt
Counties shared by 5t and 12,

* Hopkins, Wood, Upshur, Rusk,
Panola, and Gregg Counties in
6t and 12t




#6 Who is on the Court?



Chief Justice Scott
Brister

6 years on the Texas Supreme Court (2003-09)

3 years as a Justice and Chief Justice of the First and
Fourteenth Courts of Appeals in Houston (2001-03),

11 years as Presiding Judge of the 234th District Court in
Harris County (1989-2000)

Partner at Andrews Kurth, LLP
Briefing attorney for SCOTX Chief Justice Joe Greenhill

Harvard Law, J.D. (cum laude); Duke (summa cum laude)



Chief Justice Scott
Brister

* Best thing that he can cook: French toast (holidays
or birthdays only)

* Best concert ever attended: Elton John, Heart of
Texas Coliseum in Waco, TX

e Favorite sport to watch: Duke basketball

* Favorite Movie: The Day after Tomorrow (lots of
weather, none of it hot and humid)

* How many spaces after a period? One. Also case
citations in footnotes.




Justice Scott
Field

Inaugural Judge for the 480th
District Court of Williamson County

Partner at Butler Snow LLP

Six-year term on the Third Court of
Appeals in Austin

Law clerk to Justice Raul Gonzales
UT School of Law (Order of the Coif)

Texas A&M (summa cum laude)




Justice Scott Field

Best thing he can cook: fajitas

Best concert ever attended: Night
Ranger/Cheap Trick

Favorite sport to watch: football

Favorite movie: Gladiator (the original)

How many spaces after a period? Two.

ARIDLEY SCOTT
R U S S Eglaah

Calla® W E




Justice April Farris
(not a Scott)

e 3.5 years on the First Court of Appeals

Partner at Yetter Coleman LLP

Law clerk for Jennifer Walker Elrod,
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit

Harvard Law School (cum laude)

Abilene Christian University (summa
cum laude)




Justice April Farris
(n Ot a SCOtt) . IThﬁﬂppra’t sound in all .!heurﬂﬂ'disbﬂ-ch

* Best thing that she can cook: tacos

* Best concert ever attended:
Dashboard Confessional & Counting
Crows

* Favorite sport to watch: tennis

* Favorite movie: Sound of Music 5 e .
2 JULIE-ANDREWS -

H_-'_r_'ll- |IhI ht:l'{* |'_.. ;_-f_l i ‘._il"l oL FI riEF. :

 How many spaces after a period? Two.




#7 Who is the Clerk of
Court?



Chris Prine

« Appointed as Clerk of the 14t Court of
Appeals in 2008.

* Appointed to also serve as Clerk of the
First Court of Appeals in 2013.

* Previously served as a briefing
attorney for the 14t Court and a
chambers attorney at the 1% Court.

* Served the courts through the
ransomware attack, covid, Hurricane
Harvey, Winter Storm Uri, and more.




#8 How do cases get to the
Fitfteenth Court? Two primary
Ways....



Amendment
to TRAP

25.1(d)

(9) state whether the appeal involves a
matter:

(A) brought by or against the state or a

(B)

(&)

board, commission, department,
office, or other agency in the
executive branch of the state
government, including a university
system or institution of higher
education;

brought by or against an officer or
employee of the state or a board,
commission, department, office, or
other agency in the executive branch
of the state government arising out
of that officer’'s or employee’s
official conduct; or

in which a party to the proceeding
challenges the constitutionality or
validity of a state statute or rule and
the attorney general is a party to the
case.



New docketing statement: TRAP 32.1

Rule 32. Docketing Statement

32.1. Civil Cases

Promptly upon filing the notice of appeal in a civil
case, the appellant must complete and file in the
appellate court the Docketing Statement approved by
the Oftice of Court Administration or another
document that includes the same information.



XV. Fifteenth Court of Appeals Jurisdiction

Effective 9/1/24, certain cases filed with this court must be transferred to the new Fifteenth Court of Appeals (See SB
1045, 88th Legislature, Regular Session). To assist the court in the orderly transfer or cases, please complete the
following information.

Does tlus appeal involve a matter brought by or agamst the state or a board, commuission, department, office, or other
agency i the executive branch of the state govermment, mcluding a wmversity system or mstition of higher education
as defined by Section 61.003. Education Code. or by or against an officer or emplovee of the state or a board.
commission, department, office, or other agency in the executive branch of the state govermment arising out of that
officer “s or emplovee "s official conduct? [JYes ONo

If the answer is ves, does this appeal mvolve:

ooooooooooOo Oooao

a proceeding brought under the Fanuly Code and any related motion or proceeding;

a proceeding brought under Chapter 7B or Article 17.292, Code of Cruminal Procedure;

a proceeding brought against a district attorney, a criminal district attorney, or a county attorney with criminal
jurisdiction:;

a proceeding relating to a mental health commitment;

a proceeding relating to civil asset forfeiture;

a condemnation proceeding for the acquisition of land or a proceeding related to enunent domain;

a proceeding brought under Chapter 101, Civil Practice and Remedies Code;

a claim of personal injury or wrongful death:

a proceeding brought under Chapter 125, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, to enjoin a commeon musance;

a proceeding brought under Chapter 55. Code of Criminal Procedure;

a proceeding under Chapter 22A, Government Code;

a proceeding brought under Subchapter E-1, Chapter 41 1. Government Code;

a removal action under Chapter 87, Local Government Code;

a proceeding brought under Chapter 841, Health and Safety Code;




TRAP 273

(b) Application.

(1) The transfer process in this rule applies
to appeals:

(A) mmproperly taken to the Fifteenth
Court of Appeals; or

(B) over which the Fifteenth Court of
Appeals has exclusive intermediate
appellate jurisdiction.

(2) This rule does not apply to appeals
transferred by the Supreme Court for
good cause, Including for docket
equalization purposes.



TRAP 27a(c)(1): On a Party’s Motion

(A) A party may file a motion to transfer an apfpeal. The motion should be
filed within 30 days after the appeal is perfected but must be filed by the
date the appellee’s brief is filed. The motion must be filed in the
transferor court and may be supported by briefing. The movant must
immediately notify the transferee court of the motion.

(B) The transferor court must notify the parties and the transferee court of
its decision on the motion. The transferor court may transfer the appeal
if: (i) no party files an objection to the transfer within 10 days after the
motion’s filing or the transferor court determines that any filed objection
lacks merit; and (ii) the transferee court agrees to the transfer.

(C) The transferee court must file, within 20 days after receiving notice from
the transferor court of its decision on the motion, a letter in the
;cjran_sferor court explaining whether it agrees with the transferor court’s

ecision.



TRAP 27a(c)(2): On Its Own Initiative

(A) The transferor court must notify the parties and the transferee
court of its intent to transfer on its own initiative.

(B) The transferor court may transfer an appeal on its own initiative if:
(i) no party files an objection to the transfer within 10 days after
receiving notice from the transferor court of its intent to transfer or
the transferor court determines that any filed objection lacks merit;
and (ii) the transferee court agrees to the transfer.



(d) Transfer by the Supreme Court.

(1)

(2)

A3)

If the transferor court and transferee
court do not agree on whether the appeal
should be transferred, then the transferor
court must forward to the Supreme Court
either:

(A) the party’s motion to transfer, any
briefing, the transferee court’s letter
under (c)(1)(C), and a letter
explaining the fransferor court’s
decision on the motion; or

(B) a letter from the transferor court that
explains its reasons for requesting
transfer and that notes any party
objections and the transferee court’s

letter under (¢)(2)(C).

Unless  exceptional  circumstances
require additional time, the documents in
(1) must be submitted to the Supreme
Court within 20 days after receipt of the
transferee court’s letter under (c)(1)(C)

or (¢)(2)(C).

After receipt of all relevant documents,
the Supreme Court will consider and
decide the motion or request by the
transferor court to transfer.



#9 The Business Court is just
starting to get cases. You must
not have anything to do.....






Supreme Court of Texas

Misc. Docket No. 24-9055

Transfer of Cases to the Fifteenth Court of Appeals

ORDERED:

In accordance with Act of May 21, 2023, 88th Leg., R.S. ch. 459 (S.B. 1045),
and Texas Government Code section 73.001(a), on September 1, 2024, all cases
pending in the Courts of Appeals for the First to Fourteenth Court of Appeals
Districts (a) that were filed on or after September 1, 2023, and (b) that those Courts
have determined are within the exclusive intermediate appellate jurisdiction of the
Court of Appeals for the Fifteenth Court of Appeals District, are hereby transferred
to the Court of Appeals for the Fifteenth Court of Appeals District.



Transfers

e 95 cases transferred in
and waiting on day
one.

e 49 were from the Third
Court of Appeals.

e Administrative law is
top category.




#10 Can vou tell us about
recent developments in the
15% Court?



| sure can....




134 cases transferred into 15t Court of Appeals (most in first
batch transferred September 1; 28 as part of docket equalization)

14 cases transferred out

Fifteenth
Court
Numbers

70 cases disposed

85 new cases filed

Oral argument granted in 22 submitted cases.

Six school law cases.



SCOTX clarifies jurisdiction

* Tex. Gov’t Code Section 22.220(a) says that “each court of appeals has
appellate jurisdiction of all civil cases within its district.” District is
whole state.

e Can any civil appeal be filed in Fifteenth Court?






Kelly v. Homminga, 706 S.W.3d 829 (Tex.
2025) (per curiam)

 When is a case “inappropriately filed” in Fifteenth Court and subject to transfer? TEX. GOV'T
CODE § 73.001(c)(1§).

. Ahppellants noticed appeal to Fifteenth Court on theory that court had general jurisdiction over
the case.

* SCOTX concluded that statute’s fair meaning was that Legislature “did not intend to grant “every
civil appellant the option of litigating in the Fifteenth Court.”

e Court only has three justices, would be overwhelmed if any civil appeal could be filed there.

* Fifteenth Court can hear (1) appeals and writs within the court’s exclusive intermediate
jurISdeCtIOQ and (2) appeals transferred to equalize dockets. All other cases “must” be
transferred.

* Dismissal required where court lacks jurisdiction. By contrast, “where an appellate court has
jurisdiction over a case but should not exercise it in deference to another court with concurrent
jurisdiction, the case is transferred from one court to another.”



SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 273

Supreme Court of Texas

Misc. Docket No. 25-9015

Preliminary Approval of Amendments to
Texas Hule of Appellate Procedure 27a




SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 273

Comment to 2025 change: Rule 27a 13 amended to clarmify the rule’s
applicabilitv and to relax some of the transferee court’'s duties when it agrees with
the transferor court's decision on a motion to transfer or intent to transfer on its own
initiative. Other clarifving changes have been made to the objection procedures. To
accommodate these changes, gome parasraphs have been rearranged and relettered
or renumbered.




(h) Application.
(1) The transfer process in this rule applies to appeals:
(A) improperbrtaken to the Fifteenth Court of Appeals that are not

within the Fifteenth Court of Appeals’ exclusive intermediate
appellate jurmsdiction: or

(B) taken to a regonal court of appeals and over which the Fitteenth
Court of Appeals has exclusive mmtermediate appellate
jurisdiction.

() This rule does not apply to appeals transterred by the Supreme Court
for good cause, including for docket equalization purposes.

SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 273




(h) Application.
(1) The transfer process in this rule applies to appeals:
(A) improperbrtaken to the Fifteenth Court of Appeals that are not

within the Fifteenth Court of Appeals’ exclusive intermediate
appellate jurmsdiction: or

(B) taken to a regonal court of appeals and over which the Fitteenth
Court of Appeals has exclusive mmtermediate appellate
jurisdiction.

() This rule does not apply to appeals transterred by the Supreme Court
for good cause, including for docket equalization purposes.

SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 273




()

SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 273

el T e = Tl e e e e e e e e

Transfer by a Cowrt of Appeals.

(1)

Un a Party's Motion.

(A)

A party may file a motion to transter an appeal. The motion
should be filed within 30 davs after the appeal 18 pertected but
must be filed by the date the appellee’'s briet 18 filed. The motion
must be filed 1in the transferor court and may be supported by
briefing. The movant must immediately notity the transferee
court of the motion.

A party may file an objection to the transfer. The objection must

be filed within 10 davs after the motion s filing.




SCOTX
Proposed

Amendment
to TRAP 27/a

(BL)

The transferor court must notify the parties and the transferee

court of its decision on the motion. The transferor court sssymust
transfer the appeal if;

(1) =ty BT nthy 38
atter the metion s filing orthe deadline for filing an
objection has passed:

(11} either:

8 the transferor court i= a remional court of appeals

and it determines that anv—fHled objectionlacks
meritthe appeal 18 within the Fifteenth Court of

Appeals exclusive mtermediate appellate
jurisdiction: or

b. the transferor court 15 the Fifteenth Court of
Appeals and it determines the appeal 18 not within
its excluzive intermediate appellate jurisdiction: and

(&) If Fthe transferee court disagrees with the transferor court’s
decision on the motion, the transferee court must file, within 20
days after receiving notice from the transferor court of its decision
on the motion, a letter in the transferor court explaining whathee
HaErees i e PR s erereetrb e Heetsettite disagrecment.




#11 Where can | find your
opinions?



Fifteenth Court of Appeals Appellate Case # Site Search Q|

Home / Courts / 15" Court of Appeals

ANNOUNCEMENT

© Clerks and Court Reporters: The TAMES Records Submission Portal is now functioning for the Fifteenth Court of Appeals. Clerk's and Court Reporter's records must be filed
electronically and must conform to Appendix C of the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure. The record must be submitted through the TAMES Records Submission Portal (RSP).
MNotices of Appeal, information sheets, extension requests, and monthly court reporter reports should also be filed through the R5P. Clerks and Court Reporters can request

access to the portal. Once processed, a password and filing instructions will be emailed to you by the Office of Court Administration. Your login and password will work for all
Courts of Appeals.

15TH COA HOME WELCOME TO THE FIFTEENTH COURT OF APPEALS, AUSTIN, TEXAS
Contact Ls
Self-Help Resources The Court's offices are located in suite 607 of the William P. Clements Building in Austin, Texas.

* Practice Before the Court
Attorney Portal
+ About the Court
Careers The court has statewide civil intermediate appellate jurisdiction and exclusive intermediate appellate jurisdiction over matters
Oral Argument Videos arising out of or related to a civil appeals brought by or against the state or a board, commission, department, office, or other
agency in the executive branch of the state government, including a university system or institution of higher education as
defined by Section 61.003, Education Code, or by or against an officer or employee of the state or a board, commission,

The legislature created the Fifteenth Court of Appeals during its 88th Session in 2023. The Court is composed of a Chief
Justice and two justices. The Fifteenth Court's initial term began on September 1, 2024

department, office, or other agency in the executive branch of the state government arising out of that officer's or employee’s
CASE INFORMATION . . . . " . T

official conduct (subject to certain exceptions). In addition, the Fifteenth Court has exclusive jurisdiction over appeals from the
Released Orders & Opinions Texas Business Courts, involving cases dealing with business disputes valued at more than $10 million

Case Submissions

Case Search Le gal Citations



Texas Judicial
BRANCH

Home Courts ~ Rules & Forms ~ Organizations ~ Publications & Training ~ Programs & Services~ Judicial Data

Fifteenth Court of Appeals Appeliate Case #

Home / Courts / 15" Court of Appeals / Practice Before the Court
15TH COA HOME PRACTICE BEFORE THE COURT
Contact Us
Self-Help Resources « Electronic Filing
~ Practice Before the Court « General Rules & Standards
» Electronic Filing » Internal Operating Procedures [
General Rules & Standards e Fees [
Internal Operating Procedures Cl « Forms
Fees [ « Holiday Schedule
Forms

Holiday Schedule
Attorney Portal

—~



#12 How do you cite the
Fitteenth Court?



Crowley 1.5.D. v. Stoneham, No. 15-24-00051-CV,
2024 WL 4822467, at *1 (Tex. App. (15 Dist.) Nov.
19, 2024).




13 Does the
-ifteenth Court
of Appeals have
Its own
courthouse?




Not yet.
Arguing at UT Law and
CCA.



#14 Where can | watch oral
argument?



Texas Fifteenth Court of Appeals

{@TexasFifteenthCourtofAppeals - 54 subscribers - 7 videos

This channel is for the webcasting and storage of oral arguments for the Fifteenth C ...more

txcourts.gov/15thcoa

Home Videos Live C

I.l
o

Videos

15-24-00054-CV - HHSC n, :  15-24-00008-CV - Thoele, :  15-24-00007-CV - Mike :  15-24-00051-CV - Crowley :
a/k/a Texas Department of... Mike Barro, Ryan Partlow,... Morath v. Kingsville I1SD et al. Independent School District...

13 views + 2 weeks ago Jb views - 2 weeks ago 190 views - 2 weeks ago 30 views - 2 weeks ago




#15 Any tips for
practice?



Practice Tips

* Fifteenth Court of
Appeals has no
intermediate court
precedent. We are
bound by controlling
precedent from SCOTUS
and SCOTX.

* If an issue is an open
guestion, tell the Court.




Ethics and Practice Tips

* The Fifteenth Court has one
of the highest rates of
granted oral argument. If you
want oral argument, request
it.




Ethics and Practice Tips

* The purpose of oral argument . LEGALLY BLONDE ©FOX 2017
is to help the court resolve vy
hard issues. Tough questions
are an opportunity to help
the court understand why you
should win.

What, like, it;s hard?



IT'S AFACT

Cite the record for all factual assertions.
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