
Fifteen Things to Know About 
the Fifteenth Court of Appeals
By: Justice April Farris



#1 What is the new 15th

Court of Appeals?



Highlights

• The Legislature created the 
Fifteenth Court of Appeals 
during its 88th Session in 
2023. 

• The Court is composed of a 
Chief Justice and two justices. 

• The Fifteenth Court’s initial 
term began on September 1, 
2024.



First new appellate seats in 40 years!

• First new intermediate appellate court 
in nearly 60 years—since 1967.

• First new intermediate appellate 
judicial seats in forty years—since 
1984 (80 justices). 

• During that span, Texas population has 
increased 80%. 

• 3 Justices until Sept. 1, 2027 (83 
justices), when 2 more will be added 
(85 justices).

• 6-year terms, statewide elections.
• Stats by Dylan Drummond.



S.B. 1045



#2 What makes the 15th

Court unique?



The district



The district



The district



The jurisdiction



Exclusive Jurisdiction: three buckets



Bucket 1: certain matters involving the state



Except….



Except…



Chapter 22A



Bucket 2: certain constitutional challenges



Bucket 3: Business Court appeals, Tex. Gov’t 
Code Section 25A.007(a), (c)



Other odds and ends…



Other odds and ends…



#3 What kind of writ 
power does it have?



Texas Gov’t Code Section 22.221



#4 Is it constitutional?





In re Dallas County, 697 S.W.3d 142 (2024)

Neither the text nor history of 
Article V, § 6(a) of the Texas 
Constitution prohibits the 
legislature from adding an 

additional court of appeals with 
statewide reach. 

Same provision vested the 
Legislature with sufficient 

authority to give the Fifteenth 
Court exclusive intermediate 

appellate jurisdiction over 
certain matters, as well as to 

decline to vest that court with 
criminal jurisdiction.



In re Dallas County: District Composition

• Question: Article V, Section 6(a) states that the state shall be “divided 
into courts of appeals districts.” Did the Legislature violate the 
Constitution by creating the Fifteenth Court to have all counties 
within the state as its district?

• Answer: “Without substantive change since 1891, the Constitution 
has mandated that “[t]he state shall be divided into courts of appeals 
districts.” Tex. Const. art. V, § 6(a). That mandate has been and 
remains satisfied. The State is divided into courts of appeals districts, 
a fact that is not changed by the existence of the Fifteenth Court. All 
existing courts of appeals remain in place; a new one has been added. 
At most, the text forbids having a single court of appeals—the 
situation that the 1891 amendments to Article V changed.” 



District 
Composition

“If the Constitution’s text and history 
actually required this result—that 
the Fifteenth Court be deemed 
unconstitutional until it loses some 
tiny slice of territory occupied 
exclusively by cacti and scorpions—
that would be the end of the matter. 
But Texas courts favor the “textually 
permissible interpretation that 
furthers rather than obstructs the 
document’s purpose.” 



How we got here….

SCOTX decisions effectively “nullified” the “other courts” provision. 

By 1879, SCOTX was 900 cases behind and COA was 200 cases behind. 

The 1876 Constitution dictated that “[t]he judicial power of this State shall be vested in one Supreme 
Court, in a Court of Appeals, in District Courts, in County Courts, in Commissioners’ Courts, in 

Justices of the Peace, and in such other courts as may be established by law.”



How we got here…

• “The People tried again in 1891.”
• “[I]n addition to the preexisting “shall vest” language, the amended 

Constitution explicitly stated that “[t]he Legislature may establish such 
other courts as it may deem necessary and prescribe the jurisdiction 
and organization thereof, and may conform the jurisdiction of the 
district and other inferior courts thereto.”

• Also directed Legislature to “divide the State into not less than two nor 
more than three supreme judicial districts, and thereafter into such 
additional districts as the increase of population and business may 
require, and shall establish a Court of Civil Appeals in each of said 
districts…”



Incubus is out!

Among the core goals of these 
textual changes “was to avoid the 
force” of this Court’s line of cases 
that had limited the legislature’s 
ability to shape the judiciary in 
response to the State’s changing 
needs. Stewart, 41 S.W. at 655. By 
“ridding the state of the incubus 
which the construction contended 
for had saddled upon 
it”….(emphasis added).  



Elastic is in!

[T]he drafters hoped to 
“render elastic the 
judicial system 
provided for in the 
constitution.”



#5 Can you have one 
intermediate court with 

statewide jurisdiction over 
some kinds of matters?



We’ve seen this before….
“The Third Court effectively 
exercised statewide 
jurisdiction over many 
appeals that implicated the 
State’s interests because, 
regardless of geographic 
nexus, the underlying suit 
had to be filed in Travis 
County.”



Overlapping 
jurisdiction

• “Texas has the only intermediate 
appellate system in the nation 
with overlapping geographical 
appellate districts.” James T. 
Worthen, The Organizational and 
Structural Development of 
Intermediate Appellate Courts in 
Texas, 1892–2003, 46 S. Tex. L. 
Rev. 33, 63–64 (2004). 

• 1st and 14th Courts share the same 
ten counties since 1967. 



Texas Business Law Foundation Amicus Brief

• 1915 Legislature included 
Panola County in both the 9th

and 6th Courts.
• 1925: Palo Pinto County shared 

by 11th and 2nd Courts. 
• 1934: Hunt County in 5th and 6th. 
• 1963: Overlap overdrive
• Kaufman and Van Zandt 

Counties shared by 5th and 12th.
• Hopkins, Wood, Upshur, Rusk, 

Panola, and Gregg Counties in 
6th and 12th.

CARING. SHARING. 



#6 Who is on the Court?



Chief Justice Scott 
Brister

• 6 years on the Texas Supreme Court (2003–09)
• 3 years as a Justice and Chief Justice of the First and 

Fourteenth Courts of Appeals in Houston (2001–03), 

• 11 years as Presiding Judge of the 234th District Court in 
Harris County (1989–2000)

• Partner at Andrews Kurth, LLP
• Briefing attorney for SCOTX Chief Justice Joe Greenhill

• Harvard Law, J.D. (cum laude); Duke (summa cum laude)



Chief Justice Scott 
Brister

• Best thing that he can cook: French toast (holidays 
or birthdays only)

• Best concert ever attended: Elton John, Heart of 
Texas Coliseum in Waco, TX

• Favorite sport to watch: Duke basketball
• Favorite Movie: The Day after Tomorrow (lots of 

weather, none of it hot and humid)
• How many spaces after a period? One. Also case 

citations in footnotes. 



Justice Scott 
Field

• Inaugural Judge for the 480th 
District Court of Williamson County

• Partner at Butler Snow LLP

• Six-year term on the Third Court of 
Appeals in Austin

• Law clerk to Justice Raul Gonzales
• UT School of Law (Order of the Coif)

• Texas A&M (summa cum laude)



Justice Scott Field

• Best thing he can cook: fajitas
• Best concert ever attended: Night 

Ranger/Cheap Trick
• Favorite sport to watch: football
• Favorite movie: Gladiator (the original)
• How many spaces after a period? Two. 



Justice April Farris 
(not a Scott)

• 3.5 years on the First Court of Appeals
• Partner at Yetter Coleman LLP
• Law clerk for Jennifer Walker Elrod, 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit

• Harvard Law School (cum laude)
• Abilene Christian University (summa 

cum laude)



Justice April Farris 
(not a Scott)

• Best thing that she can cook: tacos 
• Best concert ever attended: 

Dashboard Confessional & Counting 
Crows

• Favorite sport to watch: tennis
• Favorite movie: Sound of Music 
• How many spaces after a period? Two. 



#7 Who is the Clerk of 
Court?



Chris Prine
• Appointed as Clerk of the 14th Court of 

Appeals in 2008.
• Appointed to also serve as Clerk of the 

First Court of Appeals in 2013.
• Previously served as a briefing 

attorney for the 14th Court and a 
chambers attorney at the 1st Court.

• Served the courts through the 
ransomware attack, covid, Hurricane 
Harvey, Winter Storm Uri, and more. 



#8 How do cases get to the 
Fifteenth Court? Two primary 
ways….



Amendment 
to TRAP 
25.1(d)



New docketing statement: TRAP 32.1





TRAP 27a



TRAP 27a(c)(1): On a Party’s Motion

(A) A party may file a motion to transfer an appeal. The motion should be 
filed within 30 days after the appeal is perfected but must be filed by the 
date the appellee’s brief is filed. The motion must be filed in the 
transferor court and may be supported by briefing. The movant must 
immediately notify the transferee court of the motion. 

(B) The transferor court must notify the parties and the transferee court of 
its decision on the motion. The transferor court may transfer the appeal 
if:  (i) no party files an objection to the transfer within 10 days after the 
motion’s filing or the transferor court determines that any filed objection 
lacks merit; and (ii) the transferee court agrees to the transfer. 

(C) The transferee court must file, within 20 days after receiving notice from 
the transferor court of its decision on the motion, a letter in the 
transferor court explaining whether it agrees with the transferor court’s 
decision.



TRAP 27a(c)(2): On Its Own Initiative

(A) The transferor court must notify the parties and the transferee 
court of its intent to transfer on its own initiative. 

(B) The transferor court may transfer an appeal on its own initiative if: 
(i) no party files an objection to the transfer within 10 days after 
receiving notice from the transferor court of its intent to transfer or 
the transferor court determines that any filed objection lacks merit; 
and (ii) the transferee court agrees to the transfer.





#9 The Business Court is just 
starting to get cases. You must 
not have anything to do…..







Transfers

• 95 cases transferred in 
and waiting on day 
one.

• 49 were from the Third 
Court of Appeals.

• Administrative law is 
top category. 



#10 Can you tell us about 
recent developments in the 
15th Court? 



I sure can….



Fifteenth 
Court 
Numbers

134 cases transferred into 15th Court of Appeals (most in first 
batch transferred September 1; 28 as part of docket equalization)

14 cases transferred out

70 cases disposed

85 new cases filed

Oral argument granted in 22 submitted cases.

Six school law cases. 



SCOTX clarifies jurisdiction

• Tex. Gov’t Code Section 22.220(a) says that “each court of appeals has 
appellate jurisdiction of all civil cases within its district.” District is 
whole state.

• Can any civil appeal be filed in Fifteenth Court? 





Kelly v. Homminga, 706 S.W.3d 829 (Tex. 
2025) (per curiam)

• When is a case “inappropriately filed” in Fifteenth Court and subject to transfer? TEX. GOV'T 
CODE § 73.001(c)(1).

• Appellants noticed appeal to Fifteenth Court on theory that court had general jurisdiction over 
the case. 

• SCOTX concluded that statute’s fair meaning was that Legislature “did not intend to grant “every 
civil appellant the option of litigating in the Fifteenth Court.” 

• Court only has three justices, would be overwhelmed if any civil appeal could be filed there. 
• Fifteenth Court can hear (1) appeals and writs within the court’s exclusive intermediate 

jurisdiction and (2) appeals transferred to equalize dockets.  All other cases “must” be 
transferred.

• Dismissal required where court lacks jurisdiction.  By contrast, “where an appellate court has 
jurisdiction over a case but should not exercise it in deference to another court with concurrent 
jurisdiction, the case is transferred from one court to another.” 



SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 27a



SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 27a



SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 27a



SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 27a



SCOTX Proposed Amendment to TRAP 27a



SCOTX 
Proposed 
Amendment 
to TRAP 27a



#11 Where can I find your 
opinions? 







#12 How do you cite the 
Fifteenth Court?



Crowley I.S.D. v. Stoneham, No. 15-24-00051-CV, 
2024 WL 4822467, at *1 (Tex. App. (15 Dist.) Nov. 

19, 2024).



#13 Does the 
Fifteenth Court 
of Appeals have 
its own 
courthouse?



Not yet.
Arguing at UT Law and 

CCA.



#14 Where can I watch oral 
argument?





#15 Any tips for 
practice?



Practice Tips

• Fifteenth Court of 
Appeals has no 
intermediate court 
precedent. We are 
bound by controlling 
precedent from SCOTUS 
and SCOTX.

• If an issue is an open 
question, tell the Court. 



Ethics and Practice Tips

• The Fifteenth Court has one 
of the highest rates of 
granted oral argument. If you 
want oral argument, request 
it. 



Ethics and Practice Tips

• The purpose of oral argument 
is to help the court resolve 
hard issues. Tough questions 
are an opportunity to help 
the court understand why you 
should win. 



Cite the record for all factual assertions.
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