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David T. Norton is a partner and head of the aviation practice at the law firm of Shackelford, McKinley 
& Norton, LLP, in Dallas, Texas.  He received his B.A. from the United States Air Force  Academy, his 
M.B.A. from Louisiana Tech University, and his J.D., cum laude, from Southern Methodist University, 
where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Air Law & Commerce, published by the SMU Law Review 
Association.  
 
 While his firm offers a broad array of legal services, Mr. Norton focuses solely on aviation law, 
having an internationally recognized practice that encompasses a broad range of business aviation 
regulatory, risk management, transactional, tax, and commercial dispute resolution matters.  Mr. Norton is 
Board Certified in Aviation Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.  He is a frequent speaker at 
various business aviation conferences addressing current hot-topics in the industry, and actively participates 
in many business aviation industry-related committees and groups, including previously serving as:  
Manager of the 2015 Fair Sales Tax Initiative for Texas Aircraft, LLC, a coalition that interfaced with the 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts and resulted in new statutory provisions designed to bring much 
more clarity and fairness to the assessment of sales/use taxes on aircraft in Texas; Industry Co-Chair of the 
joint FAA/Industry RVSM LOA Process Enhancement Team of the Performance based Advisory Rule 
Marketing Committee and the subsequent related efforts to re-write AC 91-85; a member of the 
Applicability Working Group of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Part 135/125 Advisory Rulemaking 
Committee; and as the founding Chair of the National Business Aviation Association’s Domestic 
Operations Committee.  He currently serves as a member of the American Bar Association’s General 
Aviation Committee; the National Air Transportation Association’s Air Charter Committee and Illegal 
Charter Task Force; the NBAA’s Tax Committee and Regulatory Issues Advisory Group; and as a member 
of Texans for General Aviation.  He is a past Chair of the Aviation Section of the State Bar of Texas, and 
is an advisory board member for the Journal of Air Law & Commerce, published by the Law Review 
Association of the Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law.  Mr. Norton is a Life Fellow of 
the Texas Bar Foundation.  He is also active in many community organizations, previously serving, for 
example, as Chair of the Board of Trustees of Challenge Air for Kids & Friends, Inc., as well as the Frontiers 
of Flight Museum, located at the Dallas Love Field Airport. 
 
 Mr. Norton was a regular commissioned officer in the U.S. Air Force from 1984 to 1993, serving 
primarily as a KC-10A pilot and aircraft commander. Before becoming a pilot, he also briefly served as a 
KC-135A navigator.  He is a veteran of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (the first Gulf war), 
Operation Southern Watch (the Middle East no-fly zone), and Operation Restore Hope.  Mr. Norton 
currently holds many civil pilot certificates issued by the Federal Aviation Administration.  He is an airline 
transport pilot (multi-engine land) with a DC-10 type rating, and a commercial pilot (single-engine 
land).  He also maintains certification as a certified flight instructor, instrument and multi-engine, as well 
as an advanced ground and instrument instructor.  When not spending time with his beautiful wife of over 
thirty years, Martha, or flying his Cessna C-177B Cardinal around North Texas on the weekends, he can be 
frequently found strumming one of his several favorite Ukuleles to the delight of all (or so he thinks). 
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