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Introduction & Overview

 What are we talking about?

 Sustainable Aviation Fuel – “SAF”
 Advanced Air Mobility – “AAM”

 Quick discussions on:

 What is it?
 Where have we been and where are we going?
 Current key regulatory issues / status

Shackelford McKinley & Norton LLP



SAF

 What is it and where are we . . .

From:  https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/sustainable-aviation-fuels  

“Sustainable Aviation Fuel: Safe, Reliable, Low Carbon

“SAF is a biofuel used to power aircraft that has similar properties to 
conventional jet fuel but with a smaller carbon footprint. Depending on the 
feedstock and technologies used to produce it, SAF can reduce life cycle 
GHG emissions dramatically compared to conventional jet fuel. Some 
emerging SAF pathways even have a net-negative GHG footprint.

“SAFs lower carbon intensity makes it an important solution for reducing 
aviation GHGs, which make up 9%–12% of U.S. transportation GHG 
emissions, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.”
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SAF

 What is it and where are we . . .
From:  https://afdc.energy.gov/fuels/sustainable-aviation-fuel 
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SAF

 What is it and where are we . . .
From:  https://nbaa.org/aircraft-operations/environmental-sustainability/sustainable-
aviation-fuel-saf/

“What is Sustainable Aviation Fuel?

“Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) is a low-carbon synthetic jet fuel that can be used safely 
in any turbine-powered aircraft. Derived from sustainable feedstocks – including 
cellulosic biomass, wastes and residues, waste steel mill gasses and captured CO₂ – SAF 
potentially can reduce lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) by up to 80% compared to 
conventional jet fuel and is considered pivotal to achieving the aviation industry’s goal of 
a 50% net reduction in CO₂ emissions in 2050.

“While the availability of SAF at FBOs around the country continues to grow, additional 
supply at a competitive price is critical to achieving industry sustainability goals, with a 
goal of reaching a production capacity of 3 billion gallons by 2030.”
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SAF

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From:  https://www.visionfactory.org/post/pros-and-cons-of-sustainable-aviation-fuel 

https://www.visionfactory.org/post/pros-and-cons-of-sustainable-aviation-fuel
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 What is it and where are we . . .
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Shackelford McKinley & Norton LLP

From: https://www.visionfactory.org/post/pros-and-cons-of-sustainable-aviation-fuel 

https://www.visionfactory.org/post/pros-and-cons-of-sustainable-aviation-fuel


SAF

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From: https://www.visionfactory.org/post/pros-and-cons-of-sustainable-aviation-fuel 
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SAF

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From:  https://www.4air.aero/policywatch

https://www.4air.aero/policywatch


SAF

 What is it and where are we . . . . .   Note:  Not without 
controversy
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From: https://www.wri.org/insights/us-sustainable-aviation-fuel-emissions-impacts



SAF

 What are the near-term statutory / regulatory issues?

 Three Questions:

 Who are the Federal agencies that have taken a particular 
leadership role in this area?

 What is the general status on SAF uptake?  Are there 
alternatives?

 What is the forecast for different aviation sectors, SAF, and 
other propulsion methods?
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AAM

 What is it and where are we . . .

 

Shackelford McKinley & Norton LLP

From: https://www.faa.gov/air-taxis/implementation-plan

https://www.faa.gov/air-taxis/implementation-plan


AAM

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From: https://www.faa.gov/air-taxis/implementation-plan
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AAM

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From: https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-24-106451

https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-24-106451


AAM

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From: https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-24-106451
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AAM

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From: https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-24-106451
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AAM

 What is it and where are we . . .
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From: https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-24-106451
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AAM

 What are the near-term statutory / regulatory issues?

 Two Questions:

 What is the status of aircraft certification?

 What is the status of “operator” certification?
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“Aviation in itself is not inherently dangerous. 
But to an even greater degree than the sea, it is 

terribly unforgiving of any carelessness, 
incapacity or neglect.”

        — Captain A.G. Lamplugh,
   British Aviation Insurance Group,
   London, circa 1930
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Questions?
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