
STATE BAR BOARD POLICY MANUAL-APRIL 2024 

PART V. STATE BAR SECTIONS AND DIVISIONS 

5.01 Sections 

5.01.01 General. The Board may establish and maintain sections for the purpose of promoting the 

objectives of the State Bar within the particular field or professional interests designated by the bylaws 

of each section, all subject to the laws, rules of court, regulations, and policies of the State Bar. 

5.01.02 Purposes and Membership of Sections. Sections are composed of members of the State Bar 

who practice in specialized fields of law or who otherwise have common professional interests. 

After the completion of a section's provisional term, the Executive Committee, in its discretion, may 

allow the section to amend its bylaws to provide for persons who are not licensed to practice law, 

including legal assistants, non-attorney academic professors, and/or law students, to be Associate 

Members of the section. Associate Members shall not have section voting privileges, hold section 

office, or represent themselves in any way to be members of the State Bar of Texas. 

5.01.03 Creation of New Section. All proposals to establish a new section of the State Bar shall be 

governed by the following provisions: 

(A) Section Jurisdiction. The contemplated jurisdiction of the proposed section shall not be in substantial

conflict, nor substantially overlap, with the jurisdiction of any other section.

(B) Petition to Create New Section. A new section may be established by the Board upon written petition

containing:

(1) the proposed section bylaws, which must include the provisions required by sections 5.01.04 and

5.01.05;

(2) the names of the initial officers, section council members, and proposed committees of the section;

(3) a proposed initial budget of estimated income and expenses containing a dues structure sufficient

to generate $3,000 for each of the first two years of operation;

(4) a list of at least 300 members of the State Bar who have signed statements that they will apply for

membership in the section;

(S) a detailed statement of purpose of the proposed section;

(6) a description of the contemplated jurisdiction of the section and a statement that such jurisdiction

is not in substantial conflict with, nor does it substantially overlap with, the jurisdiction of any other

section;

(7) a brief summary of the purpose of the section suitable for publication in the Texas Bar Journal or

another publication of general circulation;
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