
Chat GPT for Busy Lawyers or: 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying 

and Love ChatGPT







ETHICAL DUTY OF TECHNOLOGY COMPETENCE

In 2019, the Supreme Court of Texas amended the Texas Disciplinary Rules of 
Professional Conduct to read as follows:

• Because of the vital role of lawyers in the legal process, each lawyer 
should strive to become and remain proficient and competent in the 
practice of law, including the benefits and risks associated with relevant 
technology. To maintain the requisite knowledge and skill of a competent 
practitioner, a lawyer should engage in continuing study and education.

Cmt. 8 to Texas Rule 1.01.



Machine Learning (a/k/a “Artificial Intelligence”)
• Until recently, it was a mad scientist project.

• By recognizing patterns, it can make predictions.



Chat GPT Pitfalls
Fabricates (a/k/a “Hallucinates”)
• Trainers in Silicon Valley programmed Chat GPT to give as many answers as possible, even if 

occasionally wrong. In other words, “always certain, sometimes right.”

Biased
• This is because of the material on which the LLMs are trained and the ways that the trainers 

(Silicon Valley types) may try to correct the perceived bias.

Will train on your data (unless you opt-out)
• Raises serious confidentiality issues

Verbose
• Trainers want Chat GPT to talk too much rather than too little.



Chat GPT Pitfalls (cont.)
Mimics reasoning (but not very good at legal reasoning)
• Because Chat GPT is a statistical system, it is not the same thing as human legal reasoning.

Responses can be bland/unoriginal
• Because it always goes back to the medium, it preempts exceptional or cutting-edge legal 

arguments.

Occasional Short Circuit (a/k/a “Nervous Breakdown”)
• Can go off the rails.

But Chat GPT is just the beginning . . .



Click on the 
account name to 
disable chat history



Confirmation 
that the chat 
history is off and 
that my data will 
not be used to 
train the system













“Oscar has been ill recently and sadly died.”



Microsoft Translator
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