
DEFENDING THE VOICE OF THE VOICELESS
T H E  A N I M A L  A C T I V I S T  L E G A L  D E F E N S E  P R O J E C T



Background

Animal rights as a gateway movement to activism

Repression shows the need for lawyers

My path through and after law school

Being a lawyer; Being a defendant

The Animal Activist Legal Defense Project



“Today’s animal rights movement is hindered by an unmet need:
While relying heavily on activists and insiders to uncover wrongdoing
and urge systemic reform, there has historically been a dearth of
available legal support. The Animal Activist Legal Defense Project
fundamentally alters this state of affairs, with significant and
distinctive benefits for the future of the animal rights movement and
for the future of animal well-being.“

Mission: Empowering & defending animal advocates through activist
defense, affirmative litigation, & training law students to join &
transform the field of animal law.

The Animal Activist Legal 
Defense Project



Training Law 
Students

“A different type of law school class”

The clinical portion of the AALDP is to provide students with the opportunity to 
actively work on live cases and transform their abstract education into first-hand 
experience.

“I’ve read about this type of lawyering in books and seen it in movies but never did I 
think I would have the opportunity to work alongside lawyers doing such 
transformative legal work while I was in law school.” – Former student

• Research and writing

• Substantive motions 

• Investigation

• Trial preparation

• Legislative drafting



Our work

• Activist criminal defense

• Civil defense

• Anti-SLAPP

• Speech-protective litigation

• Amicus support

• Open Records Act litigation

• Legislative and Policy Work



“A different kind of animal law”



Simplydefined,animallawisthecombinationofstatutoryandcaselawthatrelatesto
or has an impact on nonhuman animals. It encompasses companion
animals and wildlife and animals used in entertainment, research and ones raised for
food.

Animal law permeates and affects most traditional areas of the law – including tort,
contract,criminal,constitutional,family,environmental,administrative,andtrustlaw.



Protest movements could be more effective than the best charities. To do as much good as possible with limited resources, funders 
should look to woefully underfunded protest movements.

-James Ozden, social movement researcher, author at Stanford Social Innovation Review, and founder of Social Change Lab





• Intersection of 
association, free 
speech, and liability

• Expanding 
transparency

Defending 
Principles



“A different kind of lawyering”



“A different kind of lawyering”









People v. Hsiung, California Court of Appeals



Protest or 
Stalking?
D C  A n t i - S L A P P



Justice for Lolita
T h e  M i a m i  S e a q u a r i u m  g o e s  a f t e r  a  c r i t i c



Questions?



Ccarraway@law.du.edu
AALDP.com
@AALDP_DU
@XVXESQ

mailto:Ccarraway@law.du.edu
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