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Texas: “Juan Crow” Laws

• Top Left: Lonestar Restaurant Association, Dallas, Texas. Printed “Jim Crow” sign, Black History 
Collection, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-
act/segregation-era.html#obj024.

• Top Right: Restaurant sign, Dimmitt, Texas, 1949, Russell Lee Photograph Collection, The Center for 
American History, University of Texas at Austin.

• Left: The Birth and Growth of Racism against Mexican-Americans, American Experience, 
https://video.kqed.org/video/american-experience-birth-and-growth-racism-against-mexican-
americans/.



Texas: Mexican-Americans and WWII

Felix Longoria

Macario Garcia



Legal Team: 
Gustavo Garcia

• Born 1915 in Laredo and raised in 
San Antonio.

• Graduated from UT Austin in 1936, 
and with his law degree in 1938 as 
the only Hispanic in his class.

• Served in WWII as a first lieutenant 
with the Judge Advocate General's 
Corps in Japan.

• Served as legal advisor to LULAC; 
for the family of Felix Longoria; and 
counsel in Delgado v. Bastrop ISD 
challenging Mexican-American 
school segregation in Texas.

• Counsel of record in Hernandez v. 
Texas.

• Died in 1964 at age 48.



Legal Team: 
Carlos Cadena

• Born in San Antonio in 1917.
• Earned his law degree from UT Austin in 

1940; only Hispanic in his class.
• Served during WWII in the U.S. Army Air 

Force as a radio operator in the Pacific.
• Worked as city attorney for San Antonio.
• Joined Hernandez v. Texas legal team.
• First Hispanic to serve as a chief justice in 

Texas, with his appointment to 4th Court 
of Appeals in 1977. Served 25 years.

• Died in 2001.



Legal Team: 
John J. Herrera

• Born in 1910; his great-great 
grandfather signed the Texas 
Declaration of Independence in 
1836, one of only two native 
Tejano signers.

• Graduated from South Texas Law 
School in 1940.

• Joined Hernandez v. Texas legal 
team.

• First Hispanic political candidate 
in Harris County. 

• Served as national LULAC 
president, 1952-1953.

• Active in Viva Kennedy clubs.
• Died in 1986.



Legal Team: 
James De Anda
• Born in 1925 in Houston.
• Served in the U.S. Marine 

Corps in WWII in the Pacific.
• Graduated from Texas A&M, 

and UT Law in 1950.
• Youngest member of the 

Hernandez team at trial.
• Attorney for American G.I. 

Forum; lead counsel in 
Cisneros v. Corpus Christi ISD, 
challenging segregation of 
Mexican-American students.

• In 1979, he was the second 
Mexican-American from Texas 
named to the federal bench.

• He died in 2006.



Others Involved Behind the Scenes

• Abel Cisneros: Radio commentator from Wharton, TX, attended oral argument, and reported on 
the story in East Texas. 

• Manuel B. Lopez: Attorney and U.S. Army solider stationed in Virginia, guided the legal team 
around Washington, DC. 

• Anthony Garcia: Attended as an observer on behalf of LULAC.
• Chris Aldrete: Attorney and chairman of American GI Forum, attended oral argument.
• Sarah McClendon: Reporter who attended oral argument. Wrote the only eye-witness news 

account about the oral argument.
• Others who assisted the legal team in Washington, DC: U.S. Senator Dennis Chavez (NM) and 

staff; U.S. Senator Price Daniels (TX) and staff; U.S. Senator Lyndon Johnson; attorneys Harvey 
Rosenberg from Texas and Al Wirin from California. 

• Organizations and individuals who donated or raised funds: San Antonio LULAC Council No. 2; 
Alonso Perales; Judge J.T. Canales; Texas Good Relations Association. 

Source: Gustavo C. Garcia, “An Informal Report to the People,” June 1954.



Joe Espinoza and Pete Hernandez

Caetano “Joe” Espinosa Pete Hernandez (center) with Gus 
Garcia (left) and John J. Herrera (right)

WGBH, www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/mexican-
americans-who-made-difference/. Dr. Hector Garcia Papers, Special Collection, Bell Library, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.



City of Edna, Jackson County, Texas

1906 courthouse, circa 1939. Photo courtesy TXDOT, http://www.254texascourthouses.net/018-jackson-county.html

Jackson County, TX
Jackson County Courthouse



Jackson County Bathroom Sign* 

*Image of actual sign could not be located.



The Legal Team Comes Home

“Gus Garcia, center left, returns 
to San Antonio in January 1954 
after successfully arguing a 
landmark anti-discrimination case 
before the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Washington, D.C.” (Photo by J. 
Jimenez)

Paula Allen, “San Antonio lawyer Gus Garcia’s career peaked with 
landmark Supreme Court victory,” San Antonio Express News, Nov. 23, 
2023, www.expressnews.com/news/article/gus-garcia-san-antonio-
supreme-court-18513339.php 

https://www.expressnews.com/news/article/gus-garcia-san-antonio-supreme-court-18513339.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/article/gus-garcia-san-antonio-supreme-court-18513339.php


Sarah McClendon’s News Account

• McClendon, a reporter, wrote the only 
known in-depth account of the oral 
argument; it was published in the San 
Antonio Light on January 12, 1954.

• Her account is now an invaluable 
resource because there is no transcript 
of the oral argument. 

• McClendon’s news reports includes 
questions from the Supreme Court 
justices and the attorneys’ answers.

• In Gus Garcia’s account, he writes that 
Carlos Cadena was not given enough 
credit in news reports because the case 
was called one hour early, and reporters 
missed Cadena’s “historical opening 
argument.”

Sarah McClendon, “Jury Bias Put to High Court,” San Antonio Light, January 12, 1954, p. 1, 
https://www.law.uh.edu/hernandez50/mcclendon.pdf



Waiting for the Decision

Left to right: (1) The Black Dispatch (Oklahoma City, OK), 23 Jan 1954; (2) Victoria Advocate (Victoria, TX), 10 Jan 1954; (3) Lubbock Morning 
Avalanche (Lubbock, TX), Jan 13, 1954;  (4) Alabama Tribune(Montgomery, AL), 15 Jan 1954.



Hernandez v. Texas, 
347 U.S. 475 (1954)



Hernandez v. Texas: Holding

“Circumstances or chance may well dictate that no persons in 
a certain class will serve on a particular jury or during some 
particular period. But it taxes our credulity to say that mere 
chance resulted in their being no members of this [Mexican-
American] class among the over six thousand jurors called in 
the past 25 years. The result bespeaks discrimination, whether 
or not it was a conscious decision on the part of any individual 
jury commissioner. The judgment of conviction must be 
reversed.”



Hernandez v. Texas: Headlines



What Happened to Pete Hernandez?

Left image: Garcia, Gustavo C. [Letter from Gus C. Garcia to 
Jack Ross - 1960-02-12], letter, February 12, 
1960; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth24
8884/), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to 
Texas History.

Right image: Garcia, Gustavo C. [Letter from Gus C. Garcia 
to Hector P. Garcia and others - 1960-06-08], letter, June 8, 
1960; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth24
8885), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to 
Texas History.

• In 1955, Hernandez was re-
tried and convicted, and 
sentenced to 20 years.

• Gus Garcia continued to 
advocate for Hernandez. In 
1960, Hernandez was 
released on parole. 



Sources to Learn More

Contemporary Sources

• Hernandez trial transcript, US Supreme Court (pdf).

• Briefs filed in Hernandez, US Supreme Court (pdf).

• A cotton picker finds justice! : the saga of the Hernandez case, compiled by Ruben Munguia (May/June 1954).

• Sarah McClendon, “Jury Bias Put to High Court,” San Antonio Light, January 12, 1954, p. 1.

Compilations

• “Colored men” and “hombres aquí”: Hernandez v. Texas and the Emergence of Mexican-American Lawyering. Olivas, 
Michael A., ed. (2006). Houston, TX: Arte Público Press. 

• Hernandez v. Texas at Fifty, University of Houston Law Center and Arte Publico Press Conference.

• 1954: Hernandez v. Texas, Library of Congress.

Know any other good sources? Let us know for our “Hernandez at 70” Page! 
Email cdpineda37@gmail.com

https://www.law.uh.edu/hernandez50/Hernandezstranscripts.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/hernandez50/Olivasbriefs.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/hernandez50/saga.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/hernandez50/mcclendon.pdf
https://www.law.uh.edu/hernandez50/saga.pdf
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/hernandez-v-texas


Sources to Learn More – Cont.

Video Presentations

• A Class Apart, PBS American Experience, 2009 (50 min).

• Hernandez v. Texas, Hilda G. Tagle and Veronica Villalobos, May 1, 2014 (1 hour).

• Hernandez v. Texas, State Bar of Texas, Law Related Education Committee (13 min). 

Articles/Stories

• Gabriel Valle, A Hero Forgotten: Gus Garcia and the Litigation of Hernandez v. Texas (1954), Journal of Supreme Court 
History 48 (2023) 31–53.

• Carlos Soltero, Hernandez v. Texas (1954) and the Exclusion of Mexican Americans from Grand Juries, Latinos and American 
Law, University of Texas Press, 2006.

• Hernandez v. Texas: A Class Apart, Bullock Museum.

• Hernandez v. the State of Texas, Texas State Historical Association Handbook of Texas.

Know any other good sources? Let us know for our “Hernandez at 70” Page! 
Email cdpineda37@gmail.com

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/class/
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/hernandez-v-texas
https://oyezoyezohyay.org/hernandez-v-texas-1954/
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/897346
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7560/713109
https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/artifacts/hernandez-v-texas-spotlight-050115
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/hernandez-v-state-of-texas


Thank you for attending and to our panelists and co-sponsors!
--

70th Anniversary Commemoration of Hernandez v. Texas
--

Please consider joining the State Bar’s Hispanic Issues Section:
https://texashispanicissuessection.com/join-us/ 

Course Materials are online at TexasBarSections.com/CourseMaterials
--

This course has been approved for 1.00 hour MCLE credit.

COURSE NUMBER: 174222464 
Please submit your CLE credit online via your MyBarPage.com.

Thank you St. Mary’s School of Law for hosting us!
And thank you to our co-sponsors:

PowerPoint by Chris Pineda, HIS Vice President. Email cdpineda37@gmail.com for suggestions!

https://texashispanicissuessection.com/join-us/
mailto:cdpineda37@gmail.com
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