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What is the DVHRT?
 We are a multidisciplinary team created to implement the most practical 

interventions for high-risk intimate partner violence cases in Fort Bend 
County to reduce continuing harm to victims and raise offender 
accountability. 

 We share information across systems, monitor high-risk cases closely, and 
make community-based referrals to close systemic gaps. 



Partner Agencies
 Fort Bend Women’s Center

 Katy Christian Ministries

 Texas Forensic Nurse Examiners

 Attorney General Victim Services Division

 Texas Council on Family Violence 



Partner Law Enforcement Agencies
 Missouri City Police Department
 Fort Bend Sheriff’s Office
 Stafford Police Department
 Katy Police Department
 Sugar Land Police Department
 Rosenberg Police Department
 Richmond Police Department
 Fulshear Police Department



What is the Lethality Assessment? 
 Allows for more strategic response to high-danger situations
 The lethality assessment is evidence-based.
 Developed by the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence

 It is a way to assess the level of danger in an intimate partner 
relationship. 
 Partner LE agencies utilize the LAP during IPV

 Allows for identification of victims at greater risk of being killed.
 Officers can determine risk based on score
 Assessment does not determine risk factors for re-assault

 Connects victims with immediate services.
 Officers contact hotline
 Advocate safety plans with victim or through officer



Why Prioritize the Assessment?
 1 in 4 women and 1 in 10 men experience sexual/physical violence and 

stalking by an intimate partner during their lifetime. 
 In 2019, 185 Texans killed by an intimate partner
 2020, 228 Texans killed 
 23% increase

 2021, 204 Texans killed
 2022, 216 Texans killed
 For every 1 homicide, there are 8-9 near homicides. 
 LAP concept is that IPV is predictable and therefore homicide is 

preventable.



After the Incident is Reported
 The victims have contact with the crime victim liaisons

 The high-risk cases are forwarded to Deputy Director of Victim Services

 Conduct follow-up calls to high-risk victims

 Cases closely monitored throughout the criminal process





DVHR Team, Programs, and TCFV 
Domestic Violence High Risk Team

 DVHRT Monthly meetings

 Work together to help those at high risk

 Victims have support across the state.



High-Risk Cases Identified in Fort Bend
Year Lethality

Assessments
High Risk Percentage 

High Risk
Went to 
Services

Sent to DA

2021 1117 508 43% 31% 54%

2022 1152 499 43% 34% 53%

2023 1336 507 38% 31% 37%

Average 1201 504 41% 32% 48%



Questions ?
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