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What Is Professionalism

• What is “Professionalism”?
• Benefits of the “Professional Lawyer”
• Reputation and legacy
• Good things that lawyers do
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Brady Who?

• Prosecutor’s Duty
• Defining 

Exculpatory and 
Mitigating 
Evidence?

• Failure to Disclose 
Under Brady (not 
Art.39.14)
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Brady Training is Mandatory



Judges Need Ethics Too
• Campaigning is a 

pain!
• It’s only a gift!
• Recuse Me!
• Invitation to the 

Ex Parte!
• No Prestige For 

Me!

 
4



Mentoring

• State Bar strives to provide 
resources to attorneys promoting 
the importance of mentoring and 
professional development
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Mentoring
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Mentoring Resources Available at: 
texasbar.com/mentoring



Ten Minute Mentor
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WTF

• How many grievances were filed 
against Texas Lawyers 2021-2022? (a) 
5,217 (b) 7,175 (c) 9,526

• What percentage were classified as 
criminal law? (a) 8% (b) 15%  (c) 22%

• What percentage of grievances were 
based on declining/terminating 
representation? (a) 9% (b) 18% c)14%
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• What is the State Bar Security Fund?

• What percentage of grievances were 
based on communication issues? (a) 
28% (b)15% (c) 10%

• What percentage of grievances were 
dismissed as inquiries? (a) 37% (b) 
70% (c)54%



Avoid Popular Pitfalls

• Failure To Respond
• Failure to 

Communicate
• Neglect
• Failure to Safeguard 

Client Property
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Texas Lawyer’s Creed
• Declaration of 

professionalism 
• Issued in 1989 by 

Court of Criminal 
Appeals and Texas 
Supreme Court 

• Re-dedicated by 
CCA and Texas 
Supreme Ct. in 2013
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Texas Lawyer’s Creed 

I. Our Legal System
II. Lawyer to Client
III. Lawyer to Lawyer
IV. Lawyer and Judge
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Texas Lawyer’s Creed
• Brochures available 

in English and 
Spanish

• All State Bar 
members can 
receive a free 
poster and 
brochures

• To request a copy:
• Email:  

professionalism 
@texasbar.com
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Brochure



COLLEGIALITY LOOKS LIKE:
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Ethics Hotline
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• Provides guidance for 
members on ethical 
obligations 

• Offered through Chief 
Disciplinary Counsel’s 
Office (CDC)

• Toll-free: (800) 532-
3947

• 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday



CRIMINAL JUSTICE SECTION

• The Criminal Justice Section of the 
State Bar of Texas is made up of more 
than 3100 criminal practitioners, which 
includes prosecutors, defense 
attorneys and judges across the state. 
Our mission is to promote excellence in 
the practice of criminal law by 
embracing ethics, professionalism, 
education, training and fellowship.

• JOIN: txbarcjs.org
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