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Tech in the Courtroom:

What the Courts are 
Offering Now



Electronic Exhibits

• Attorneys can then screen share electronic exhibits in the 
courtroom

• Jury has access to electronic exhibits through Box but likely 
will use paper exhibits during in person proceedings

• Attorneys can share electronic exhibits with each other and the 
court via a file management system, such as Box, or by email



Hybrid Trials 
(Witness or Party Appears Remotely While Other In Person)

Benefits



Hybrid Trials 
(Witness or Party Appears Remotely While Other In Person)

Challenges



Electronic Submissions of 
Agreed / Unopposed 

Orders in Lieu of Hearings 



Attorneys have 
become familiar with 
zoom hearings

Current Status of Zoom Hearings

Courts have become 
more accessible to 
certain people through 
zoom hearings



Current Emergency Order authorizes the following:



Default is In-Person for Trials 



Texas Supreme Court 
Grants Emergency Stay 

of Virtual Trial



In re Reginald Willis and Allied Aviation Fueling Company of Houston, Inc.

• In In re Reginald Willis and Allied Aviation Fueling Company of 
Houston, Inc., the defendants filed a petition for writ of 
mandamus and a motion to stay with the Texas Supreme 
Court, arguing that:



In re Reginald Willis and Allied Aviation Fueling Company of Houston, Inc.

The defendants further argued that the Texas 
Supreme Court’s 38th Emergency Order:



The Texas Supreme Court granted the motion to 
stay the next day. Though the petition for writ of 
mandamus was ultimately dismissed, the Texas 
Supreme Court’s immediate stay of the virtual 
jury trial signals that remote jury trial cannot 
proceed if at least one party objects. 



Tech in the Future 
Courtroom 

New Travis County Civil and Family Courts



Texas Judicial Committee 
Recommendations for State 
Court Remote Proceedings



Texas Judicial Committee Recommendations for State Court Remote Proceedings



Proposed Texas Rules of Civil Procedure Changes

Proposed

Default is in-person. Special 
requirements would apply for 
electronic appearances at jury trials 
and at court proceedings in which oral 
testimony is heard.

Parties may object to any method of 
appearance but must state good cause 
for the objection.



Proposed Texas Rule of Judicial Administration 7 



New Technology 
in the Courtroom



Types of Technology That Could Be Incorporated Into Courtrooms

Integrated Cameras 

• One to frame the 
judge or the 
witness

• One to point to 
the attorney 
tables or the 
podium sharing 

Enhanced Audio

• State-of-the-art 
microphones placed 
optimally

• Noise Cancelling 
Apps (i.e., Krisp App) 
for Zoom hearings / 
hybrid witness)

Access to Screens 
for All

• Screens that can 
be viewed from 
every angle of the 
courtroom

Modern Evidence 
Presentation

• High quality 
document camera

• Laptops

• HDMI cables for 
attorneys to use 
their own laptops

Wireless 
Presentation 

Options

• Such as AirPlay or 
AirMedia that 
allow for wireless 
screen sharing 



Federal Court



NEW Federal Courthouse
San Antonio, Tx

State-of-the-art technology offers the 
ability to easily stream video proceedings 
into neighboring courtrooms if social 
distancing policies are reenacted due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.



Designed with the Future in Mind

View of new courtroom from gallery to the bench.



Integrated Cameras



Diagram showing angles associated with the camera behind the witness stand

Integrated Cameras



State-of-the-Art Audio

Diagram of microphone locations (gold and purple indicators)



State-of-the-Art Audio

View of the witness stand with microphone, speaker, and evidence presentation screen



Diagram showing screen locations (red and blue indicators)

Access to Video for All



Access to Video for All

View of jury box with speakers and movable screens



Wireless Presentation Option

Courtroom diagram with evidence inputs in the room. Note the two litigation support locations by the gallery rail.



Summary of all Technology Available in Each Courtroom



State Courts



NEW Travis County Civil 
and Family Courts

Austin, Tx

State-of-the-art technology includes 
Zoom stations which integrate courtroom 
cameras for remote witness testimony 
and hybrid hearings.



Bench AV “control center” 
with ability to:

• Adjust lighting/AC 

• Control white noise “Sidebar Mode” 

• Select who is “live” to present  

• Override all AV in the room



Clerk/JEA Location:

• Clerks/JEA/Court Reporter location 
has an additional, mobile AV 
controller for use in a more dynamic 
way if needed

• Witness and Lectern locations also 
have Annotation capability.



High Tech Attorney Tables

• Dedicated HDMI cable for 
attorney laptop  

• “Show Me” button that will 
auto-select (with Judicial 
oversight) display

• Each attorney table equipped 
with monitor



Courtroom Lecterns:

• Movable

• Full control of the AV system

• High resolution document 
camera

• Zoom station can be set up to 
integrate into cameras in court 
for remote witness testimony 
or hybrid hearings



VR and 
Artificial 

Courtrooms








China’s E-Justice Revolution

China has begun to use alternative methods 
for the introduction of electronic evidence. 

These methods arose out of a concern 
regarding the authenticity of electronic 
evidence, which is easier to manipulate 
than other forms of traditional evidence.

In lieu of an agreement between parties as 
to electronic evidence’s authenticity, the 
traditional alternative was a 
notary/verification process.



China’s E-Justice Revolution

Electronic Evidence 
and “Judiciary + 
Blockchain”

China is using “blockchain + judiciary,” which is “the use of a blockchain service that 
is recognized or operated by the judicial branch to preserve (or “deposit”) digital files 
for potential civil litigations.” One benefit of blockchain is that it more resistant to 
tampering than other forms of storing electronic evidence.

The Intelligent 
Court Project

China has also begun using the “Intelligent Court Project,” which is “an embrace of 
the latest advanced technologies with the aim of serving the public and developing a 
networked, transparent, and intelligent information system that can support online 
access to all litigation procedures.” It is a form of artificial intelligence.

China’s Internet 
Courts

China uses “Internet Courts” to conduct their proceedings online for civil disputes. The 
Internet Court has 20 full-time judges and, since 2018, has handled 12,074 internet-
related cases. The average duration of these online trials was 28 minutes. From filing an 
online complaint, case completion takes approximately 38 days.



Where we go from here?
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