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Steve Wolens is a Principal in the Dallas office of McKool Smith. His practice involves 
the representation of clients in complex class-action claims and commercial litigation. 
He is peer-reviewed as an AV rated lawyer by Martindale Hubbell. 

Mr. Wolens served as a member of the Texas House of Representatives from 1981 
until 2005. During his lengthy public service, he authored landmark legislation 
covering partnerships and limited liability corporations, ethics reforms, antitrust laws 
and electric deregulation. 

Texas Monthly magazine named him as one of the "Ten Best Legislators" in Texas 
on six different occasions, writing in 2003: “At the end of the session, he passed the 
best ethics bill in the history of the Texas Legislature…One of the great legislators of 
the modern era logged another big win.” 

Steve currently serves on the Texas Ethics Commission, which he chaired from 
2017-2019. He was appointed to the Commission by House Speaker Joe Straus in 
2016 and subsequently elected Chair twice by his fellow Commissioners. The Ethics 
Commission oversees compliance with laws concerning personal financial 
disclosures, political contributions and expenditures of state elected officials, judges, 
and certain local officeholders and candidates; it also reviews lobbying reports and 
activities. 

Steve was born in Dallas and grew up in Corsicana, where his family founded the K. 
Wolens department stores. During high school, he served as a page in the U.S. 
Congress and worked in the Washington office of Congressman Olin Teague. He is 
married to the former Mayor of the City of Dallas, Laura Miller. They have three 
children. 

Steve led a national effort to hold the internet travel companies (OTCs) accountable 
for hotel occupancy taxes that were not remitted to governmental authorities as 
required by local ordinances and state law. He was a lead attorney on behalf of San 
Antonio and 172 other Texas municipalities against the OTCs for delinquent 
occupancy tax payments. The class action was certified and later went to a 
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Education 
J.D., Southern Methodist University 
School of Law, 1976 

B.A., with distinction, Stanford 
University, 1973 

Court Admissions 
State of Texas 

The U.S. District Courts for the 
Northern, Southern, Eastern, and 
Western Districts of Texas 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit 

The U.S. Supreme Court 

Bar Associations 
Dallas Bar Association 

State Bar of Texas 

Eastern District Bar Association 
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successful verdict in 2009, resulting in an $84MM judgment. The unanimous jury verdict was vacated by the 5th Circuit on Erie 
principles, http://www.ca5.uscourts.gov/opinions/pub/16/16-50479-CV0.pdf. Steve has represented the State of Hawaii and the 
City of San Francisco, among other governmental entities, in similar litigation. 

Prior to joining McKool Smith, Mr. Wolens handled complex toxic tort litigation in addition to numerous class-action lawsuits. 
He has served as lead counsel in individual toxic tort cases heard throughout the United States. 

Rankings & Honors 
• Named a "Texas Litigation Star" by Benchmark Plaintiff, 2012  

• Texas Super Lawyers, Law & Politics Media Inc. and Texas Monthly, 2003-2013 

• Ten Best Legislators, Texas Monthly, 1983, 1991, 1993, 1997, 1999, 2003 

• Outstanding Legislator of the 78th Texas Legislature, AARP Texas Chapter, 2003 

• Legislator of the Year, Texas Renewable Energy Industries Association, 2001 

• Public Service Achievement Award, Common Cause, 1991, 1993, 1997, 1999 

• Outstanding Legislator, Texas Business, 1983 

Interviews 

“Electric Deregulation Is Working in Texas, Says Lawmaker Who Led the Effort”, Texas Monthly, August 6, 2018, 
https://www.texasmonthly.com/politics/electric-deregulation-working-texas-says-lawmaker-led-effort/ 

“Bottled Up, The Battle Over Dublin Dr Pepper”, 2014, documentary film, https://www.amazon.com/Bottled-Up-Battle-Dublin-
Pepper/dp/B00KATVN4S/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550609537&sr=8-
1&keywords=Bottled+Up%2C+the+Battle+over+Dublin+Dr+Pepper 

Publications 
"Emerging Issues under the Payroll Protection Loan Program for Lawyers and Small Businesses" by Lewis LeClair, Michael 
Fritz, Steve Wolens and Gary Cruciani 
04.07.2020 

“The Texas Ethics Commission is surprisingly nonpartisan. What can this group teach the rest of us?” Dallas Morning News, 
February 26, 2019, https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2019/02/26/legislatures-texas-ethics-commission-
surprisingl 
02.27.2019 
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https://www.amazon.com/Bottled-Up-Battle-Dublin-Pepper/dp/B00KATVN4S/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550609537&sr=8-1&keywords=Bottled+Up%2C+the+Battle+over+Dublin+Dr+Pepper
https://www.amazon.com/Bottled-Up-Battle-Dublin-Pepper/dp/B00KATVN4S/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550609537&sr=8-1&keywords=Bottled+Up%2C+the+Battle+over+Dublin+Dr+Pepper
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Sec. 253.039. 

Sec. 253.039.  CONTRIBUTIONS IN CERTAIN PUBLIC BUILDINGS PROHIBITED. 
(a)  A person may not knowingly make or authorize a political contribution while in the Capitol 
or a courthouse to:

(1)  a candidate or officeholder;
(2)  a political committee; or

2Tex. Elec. Code § 253.039

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.253.htm


Sec. 253.034.

Sec. 253.034. RESTRICTIONS ON CONTRIBUTIONS DURING AND FOLLOWING 
REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION.
(a)  During the period beginning on the 30th day before the date a regular legislative session 
convenes and continuing through the 20th day after the date of final adjournment, a person 
may not knowingly make a political contribution to:

(1)  a statewide officeholder;
(2)  a member of the legislature;  or

3Tex. Elec. Code § 253.034

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.253.htm


Sec. 255.003.  

Sec. 255.003.  UNLAWFUL USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS FOR POLITICAL ADVERTISING. 
(a)  An officer or employee of a political subdivision may not knowingly spend or authorize the 
spending of public funds for political advertising.
(b)  Subsection (a) does not apply to a communication that factually describes the purposes of 
a measure if the communication does not advocate passage or defeat of the measure.
(b-1)  An officer or employee of a political subdivision may not spend or authorize the spending 
of public funds for a communication describing a measure if the communication contains 
information that:

(1)  the officer or employee knows is false; and
(2)  is sufficiently substantial and important as to be reasonably likely to influence a voter 
to vote for or against the measure.

(c)  A person who violates Subsection (a) or (b-1) commits an offense.  An offense under this 
section is a Class A misdemeanor.

4Tex. Elec. Code § 255.003

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.255.htm


Sec. 251.001. 

Sec. 251.001. DEFINITIONS. In this title:
(16)  "Political advertising" means a communication supporting or opposing a candidate for 
nomination or election to a public office or office of a political party, a political party, a public 
officer, or a measure that:

(A)  in return for consideration, is published in a newspaper, magazine, or other periodical 
or is broadcast by radio or television;  or
(B)  appears:

(i)  in a pamphlet, circular, flier, billboard or other sign, bumper sticker, or similar form 
of written communication;  or
(ii)  on an Internet website.

5Tex. Elec. Code 251.001(16)

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.251.htm
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Sec. 253.035. 

Sec. 253.035.  RESTRICTIONS ON PERSONAL USE OF CONTRIBUTIONS
(a)  A person who accepts a political contribution as a candidate or officeholder may not convert 
the contribution to personal use.
(b)  A specific-purpose committee that accepts a political contribution may not convert the 
contribution to the personal use of a candidate, officeholder, or former candidate or 
officeholder.
(c)  The prohibitions prescribed by Subsections (a) and (b) include the personal use of an asset 
purchased with the contribution and the personal use of any interest and other income earned 
on the contribution.
(d)  In this section, "personal use" means a use that primarily furthers individual or family 
purposes not connected with the performance of duties or activities as a candidate for or holder 
of a public office.  The term does not include:

(1)  payments made to defray ordinary and necessary expenses incurred in connection 
with activities as a candidate or in connection with the performance of duties or activities 
as a public officeholder, including payment of rent, utility, and other reasonable housing or 
household expenses incurred in maintaining a residence in Travis County by members of 
the legislature who do not ordinarily reside in Travis County, but excluding payments 
prohibited under Section 253.038;  or
(2)  payments of federal income taxes due on interest and other income earned on political 
contributions.

13Tex. Elec. Code § 253.035

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=253.038
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.253.htm
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